
Virginia Adoption Assistance Screening Tool
The local department shall use this tool to evaluate and document the child’s special needs and eligibility for adoption assistance, including:

· Non-recurring adoption expense payments, using Title IV-E funds only.
· Maintenance payments, using either Title IV-E or state funds.

· Medicaid in relation to the adoption assistance agreement.
· Special services, using state funds only. 
To screen the child prior to the final order of adoption, complete Sections I, II, and IV; or
To screen the child after the final order of adoption, complete Sections I, III, and IV. 

(Note: when completing on computer, use tab or arrow key.)
SECTION 1: Child Identifying Information
Child’s birth name:          Date of birth:          Sex:          Race:          Ethnicity:      
SECTION II:  Screening Child PRIOR to Final Order of Adoption
A. Is child eligible for Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments?
A1.  Is this child an Applicable Child for Title IV-E purposes? 
	
	Is Criteria Met?

	1) Age:  Child meets the age criteria during the federal fiscal year (FFY) in which the adoption assistance agreement is executed.
	
	
	

	2) 
	
	
	

	
	  
	Age
	FFY when agreement is executed
	
	
	

	
	

	10 to 18 years
	October 1, 2012 and September 30, 2013 
	
	
	

	
	
	8 to 18 years
	October 1, 2013 and September 30, 2014 
	
	
	

	
	
	6 to 18 years
	October 1, 2014 and September 30, 2015 
	
	
	

	
	

	4 to 18 years
	October 1, 2015 and September 30, 2016 
	
	
	

	
	

	2 to 18 years
	October 1, 2016 and September 30, 2017 
	
	
	

	
	

	0 to 18 years
	After October 1, 2017
	
	 Yes
	 No

	
	
	
	
	

	3) Length of stay in foster care exception to the age criteria: Child is any age on date the adoption assistance agreement is executed and child was under continuous placement and care responsibility of Virginia Child Placing Agency (CPA) for any 60 consecutive months prior to final adoption order. 
Child in care from       to       (dates).
	 Yes 
	 No

	4) Sibling status exception to the age criteria: Child is any age on date the adoption assistance agreement is executed and child is a sibling of a child who meets either the age criteria or length of stay exception criteria as an Applicable Child for that FFY. 
Name of sibling:      
	 Yes     
	 No

	SUMMARY 
 Child meets at least one criteria above. This child is an Applicable Child. 
      Go to A2 on page 2 to screen Applicable Child for Title IV-E maintenance payments 

 Child does not meet any criteria above. This child is a Non-Applicable Child. Skip A2. 
      Go to A3 on page 4 to screen Non-Applicable Child for Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments


A2.  Screen Applicable Child for Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments.
         A2a.  Does this child have special needs as an Applicable Child? 
	
	Is Criteria Met?

	1) Child is under 18 years of age at execution of adoption assistance agreement
	 Yes
   
	 No

	2) Child is United States citizen or legal resident/qualified alien.
  U.S. citizen or naturalized citizen.

  U.S. legal resident/qualified alien. Registration #      
	 Yes   
	 No

	3) Child cannot or should not return home to parents.
  Child is not in CPA custody (e.g., SSI eligible child; or child whose adoptive parent is deceased and who is subsequently being adopted) and there is evidence that the child cannot or should not return home to his or her parents.   OR
  Child is in CPA custody and there is:

  Initial removal court order states that continuation in home is contrary to child’s welfare or removal is in child’s best interests;   

OR

  Valid permanent entrustment agreement relinquishing child to CPA signed by all legal parents and notarized; 
AND for both situations above:
  Court order(s) terminating parental rights for all legal parents subsequent to removal order or voluntary placement agreement(s). 

 
	 Yes  
	 No

	4) It is reasonable to conclude that child cannot be placed with adoptive parents without providing Title IV-E adoption assistance and Medicaid because child has the following special need factor(s) or condition(s). Child is unlikely to be adopted within a reasonable period of time due to one or more of the following special need(s). 
Check ALL special needs that exist for child. 
This child:
  Has physical, mental, or emotional condition existing prior to adoption;
  Has hereditary tendency, congenital problem (including substance exposure), or birth injury leading to substantial risk of future disability;
  Is member of a minority group based on racial, multi-racial, or ethnic heritage;
  Has close relationship with one or more siblings and siblings placed with same adoptive parents; and/or 
  Is age six or older and has been in foster care for eighteen (18) months or longer.
Or, in the alternative, this child:
  Meets all medical or disability requirements for supplemental security income (SSI) benefits, as documented in award letter from Social Security Administration. 
	 Yes   
	 No

	5) Reasonable efforts made to place child with appropriate adoptive parents without adoption assistance or Medicaid. Check either below.
 Reasonable efforts were made, but were unsuccessful; or
 Reasonable efforts are contrary to child’s best interest because child:

  Has significant emotional ties with adoptive parents that developed over time while child has been in their care as foster parents.
  Is being adopted by a relative.

  Is a member of a sibling group and is being placed with siblings.
	 Yes   
	 No


	SUMMARY

  Applicable Child meets all 5 criteria on page 2. This child has special needs as an Applicable Child. This child is eligible for Title IV-E non-recurring adoption expense payments. The agreement may include non-recurring adoption expenses using Title IV-E funds.
      Go to A2b below to determine if child meets criteria for Title IV-E maintenance payments
  Applicable Child does not meet all 5 criteria on page 2. This child does not have special needs as an Applicable Child. This child is not eligible for Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments. Skip A2b and A3. 

      Go to B on page 6 to screen child for state adoption assistance maintenance payments.


A2b. Does this child with special needs as Applicable Child meet criteria for Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments?
	
	Is Criteria Met?

	1) Child is in care of CPA through court-ordered removal or permanent entrustment when adoption assistance agreement is executed; and a petition was filed in court; and a judicial determination was made with language that remaining at home is contrary to child’s welfare in the first court order within 60 days after removal for the court ordered removal or within 180 days after removal for the permanent entrustment.
	 Yes
	 No

	2) Child meets all medical or disability requirements for SSI benefits prior to the final order of adoption.
	 Yes
	 No

	3) Child is a minor child of a youth who was in foster care and the child was placed with youth (minor parent) in foster care at any point prior to the final order of adoption.
	 Yes
	 No

	OR

	1) Child was previously adopted with Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments; adoption dissolved and parental rights terminated, or adoptive parents died; child is subsequently being adopted; and an agreement with Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments was in effect in the prior adoption. 
	 Yes
	 No

	SUMMARY: 
  Applicable Child with special needs meets at least one of the three Title IV-E eligibility criteria or the criteria for previously adopted child listed above. This child is eligible for Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments.  The agreement may include maintenance payments using Title IV-E funds. A basic maintenance payment shall be approved unless in writing: adoptive parents decline the payment; or local department and adoptive parents agree through negotiation adoption assistance not needed.   Skip A3 and B. 
       Go to C on page 7 to determine child’s eligibility for different types of adoption assistance.
  Applicable Child with special needs does not meet any of the three Title IV-E eligibility criteria or the criteria for previously adopted child listed above. This child is not eligible for Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments.  Skip A3. 
       Go to B on page 6 to screen child for state adoption assistance maintenance payments. 


A3.  Screen Non-Applicable Child for Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments.
           A3a.  Does this child have special needs as a Non-Applicable Child? 
	
	Is Criteria Met?

	1) Child is under 18 years of age at execution of adoption assistance agreement
	 Yes
   
	 No

	2) Child is United States citizen or legal resident/qualified alien.
  U.S. citizen or naturalized citizen.

  U.S. legal resident/qualified alien. Registration #      

	 Yes   
	 No

	3) Child cannot or should not return home to parents.
  Child is not in CPA custody (e.g., SSI eligible child; or child whose adoptive parent is deceased and who is being subsequently adopted) and there is evidence that the child cannot or should not return home to his or her parents.   OR
  Child is in CPA custody and there is:

  Initial removal court order states that continuation in home is contrary to child’s welfare or removal in child’s best interests;  OR
  Valid permanent entrustment agreement relinquishing child to CPA signed by all legal parents and notarized;
AND for both situations above:

  Court order(s) terminating parental rights for all legal parents subsequent to the removal order or voluntary placement agreement(s). 

 
	 Yes  
	 No

	4) It is reasonable to conclude that child cannot be placed with adoptive parents without providing Title IV-E adoption assistance or Medicaid because child has the following special need factor(s) or condition(s). Child is unlikely to be adopted within a reasonable period of time due to one or more of the following special need(s). 
Check ALL special needs that exist for child. 
This child:
  Has physical, mental, or emotional condition existing prior to adoption;
  Has hereditary tendency, congenital problem (including substance exposure), or birth injury leading to substantial risk of future disability;
  Is member of a minority group based on racial, multi-racial, or ethnic heritage;
  Has close relationship with one or more siblings and siblings placed with same adoptive parents; and/or 

  Is age six or older and has been in foster care for eighteen (18) months or longer.

	 Yes   
	 No

	5) Reasonable efforts to place child with appropriate adoptive parents without adoption assistance or Medicaid. Check either below.

 Reasonable efforts were made, but were unsuccessful; or
 Reasonable efforts are contrary to child’s best interest because child:

  Has significant emotional ties with adoptive parents that developed over time while child has been in their care as foster parents.

  Is being adopted by a relative.

  Is a member of a sibling group and is being placed with siblings.
	 Yes   
	 No


	SUMMARY

  Non-Applicable Child meets all 5 criteria on page 4. This child has special needs as a Non-Applicable Child. This child is eligible for Title IV-E non-recurring adoption expense payments. Agreement may include non-recurring adoption expenses using Title IV-E funds. 
       Go to A3b below to determine if child meets criteria for Title IV-E maintenance payments.

  Non-Applicable Child does not meet all 5 criteria on page 4. This child does not have special needs as a Non-Applicable Child. This child is not eligible for Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments. Skip A3b.

      Go to B on page 6 to screen child for state adoption assistance maintenance payments.  


A3b. Does this child with special needs as Non-Applicable Child meet criteria for Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments?
	
	Is Criteria Met?

	1)   Child entered foster care through court ordered removal and met all Title

IV-E eligibility requirements at time of removal and a copy of the Title IV-E Foster Care Notice of Action, completed by the eligibility unit, is in the adoption assistance paper case record. (Note: child not required to have received a Title IV-E foster care maintenance payment prior to adoption and does not need to be continuously eligible for Title IV-E payments throughout child’s foster care episode.)   OR
  Child entered foster care through court ordered removal, met all AFDC requirements at the time of removal, but was found ineligible for Title IV-E funds in foster care for sole reason that there was not a court order issued within the first sixty (60) days of entering care containing the Reasonable Efforts language. Reasonable efforts language is not required for adoption assistance. A copy of the final Title IV-E Foster Care Notice of Action with such documentation, completed by the eligibility unit when the initial Title IV-E eligibility determination was made, shall be included in the adoption assistance paper case record. (Note: child not required to have received a Title IV-E foster care maintenance payment prior to adoption and does not need to be continuously eligible for Title IV-E payments throughout the child’s foster care episode.)  OR 

  Child was voluntarily relinquished to LDSS or LCPA and the following 6 documents shall be included in the adoption assistance paper care record: 

1. A valid permanent entrustment agreement; and  

2. A petition filed in court within 180 days of when child lived with specified relative that requests approval of permanent entrustment agreement removing child from home; and
3. A subsequent court order within same 180 days that documents court’s determination that remaining at home is contrary to child’s welfare; and
4. A completed Title IV-E Eligibility Application; and
5. A Title IV-E Foster Care Notice of Action completed by the Eligibility Unit documents the child met all AFDC requirements at the time of removal. Specifically, Section I of notice indicates either:

· Child is Title IV-E eligible; or

· Child is Title IV-E ineligible and the sole reason documented is Reasonable Efforts Language was not obtained in court order within 60 days. Reasonable Efforts not required for assistance.

6. At least one Title IV-E foster care maintenance payment was paid on behalf of child under permanent entrustment agreement when child in CPA custody.
	 Yes
	 No


	2) Child meets all medical, disability, and financial requirements for SSI benefits prior to the final order of adoption. 
	 Yes
	 No

	3) Child is a minor child of a youth who was in foster care and the youth (minor parent) received a Title IV-E foster care maintenance payment that covered both the minor parent and the minor child while the child was placed with the minor parent in foster care at any point prior to final order of adoption.
	 Yes
	 No

	OR

	1) Child was previously adopted with Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments; adoption dissolved and parental rights terminated, or adoptive parents died; child is subsequently being adopted; and an agreement with Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments was in effect in the prior adoption. 
	 Yes
	 No

	SUMMARY

  Non-Applicable Child with special needs meets at least one of the three Title IV-E eligibility criteria or the criteria for previously adopted child listed on page 5 and above. This child is eligible for Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments.  The agreement may include maintenance payments using Title IV-E funds. A basic maintenance payment shall be approved unless in writing: adoptive parents decline the payment; or local department and adoptive parents agree through negotiation adoption assistance not needed.   Skip B.
     Go to C on page 7 to determine child’s eligibility for different types of adoption assistance.
  Non-Applicable Child with special needs does not meet any of the three Title IV-E eligibility criteria or the criteria for previously adopted child listed on page 5 and above. This child is not eligible for Title IV-E funds adoption assistance maintenance payments.  
       Go to B below to screen child for state adoption assistance maintenance payments.


B. Is child eligible for State adoption assistance maintenance payments? (Note: State adoption assistance maintenance payments and special services shall not be available for children adopted through parental placements.) 
B1.  Does this child have special needs based on Virginia legal requirements? 
	
	Is Criteria Met?

	1) Child is under 18 years of age at execution of adoption assistance agreement
	 Yes
   
	 No

	2) Child is United States citizen or legal resident.
  U.S. citizen or naturalized citizen.

  U.S. legal resident. 

	 Yes   
	 No

	3) Child is unlikely to be adopted within a reasonable period of time due to one or more of the following special need(s). Check ALL special needs that exist for child.    This child:

  Has physical, mental, or emotional condition existing prior to adoption;
  Has hereditary tendency, congenital problem (including substance exposure), or birth injury leading to substantial risk of future disability;
  Is member of a minority group based on racial, multi-racial, or ethnic heritage;
  Has close relationship with one or more siblings and siblings placed with same adoptive parents; 
  Is age six or older and has been in foster care for eighteen (18) months or longer; and/or
  Has developed significant emotional ties with his or her foster parents while in their care for at least twelve (12) months, they are committed to adopting the child, and state adoption assistance maintenance payments are necessary to enable the adoption. 
	 Yes   
	 No


	SUMMARY

  Child meets all 3 criteria in B1 on page 6. This child has special needs based on Virginia legal requirements. 
       Go to B2 below to determine if child meets eligibility criteria for state adoption assistance.
  Child does not meet all 3 criteria in B1 on page 6. This child does not have special needs based on Virginia legal requirements. This child is not eligible for state adoption assistance. Skip B2 and C. Go to D on page 8 for summary of adoption assistance available for child.


B2. Does this child with special needs meet eligibility criteria for state adoption assistance?
	
	Is Criteria Met?

	1) Child cannot or should not return home to parents.
  Child is not in CPA custody (e.g., child whose adoptive parent is deceased and who is being subsequently adopted) and there is evidence that the child cannot or should not return home to his or her parents.   OR
  Child is in CPA custody and there is:
  Initial removal court order states that continuation in home is contrary to child’s welfare or removal in child’s best interests;   OR
  Valid permanent entrustment agreement relinquishing child to CPA signed by all legal parents and notarized;  
AND for both situations above:
  Court order(s) terminating parental rights for all legal parents subsequent to the removal order or voluntary placement agreement(s). 
	 Yes  
	 No

	2) Reasonable efforts to place child with appropriate adoptive parents without adoption assistance. Check either below.
  Reasonable efforts were made, but were unsuccessful; or
  An exception made to reasonable efforts requirement because child has developed significant emotional ties with foster parents while in their care and the foster parents wish to adopt child.
	 Yes   
	 No

	SUMMARY: 
  Child with special needs based on Virginia’s legal requirements meets both state eligibility criteria above. Child is also not eligible for Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments. This child is eligible for Title IV-E non-recurring adoption expenses. The agreement may include non-recurring adoption expenses using Title IV-E funds. 
      This child is eligible for state adoption assistance maintenance payments. The agreement may include maintenance payments using state funds. A basic maintenance payment shall be approved unless in writing: adoptive parents decline the payment; or local department and adoptive parents agree through negotiation adoption assistance not needed.
       Go to C below to determine child’s eligibility for different types of adoption assistance. 
  Child with special needs based on Virginia’s legal requirements does not meet both state eligibility criteria above. This child is not eligible for Title IV-E non-recurring adoption expenses.  And this child is not eligible for state adoption assistance. Skip C.
       Go to D on page 8 for summary of adoption assistance available for this child.


C. Is this child eligible for different types of adoption assistance?
C1.  Does this child require additional supervision and support from adoptive parents?
	
	Is Criteria Met?

	1) Child receiving enhanced maintenance payment in foster care based VEMAT
	 Yes   
	 No

	2) Foster parents are receiving a special services stipend in foster care that is clearly related to child’s special needs for additional supervision and support. 
	 Yes   
	 No

	3) Child is not receiving enhanced maintenance payment or special services stipend in foster care. Local department has sufficient reason to believe child requires additional supervision/support consistent with VEMAT guidance. 
	 Yes   
	 No


	  SUMMARY
  One of the three criteria in C1on page 7 is met, VEMAT is required.  

           Date VEMAT administered:               Child’s score on VEMAT:      . 

           Maximum amount of enhanced  maintenance available: $        
       Go to C2 below to determine eligibility for state special services. 
  No criteria in C1 on page 7 is met, VEMAT is not required and will not be administered. 
       Go to C2 below to determine eligibility for state special services.
*Note* - If VEMAT is administered & enhanced maintenance payment is negotiated/established for child, funding source for enhanced maintenance payment will be same as child’s basic maintenance payment.


C2.  Is this child eligible for state special services? 
	
	Is Criteria Met?

	1) Child is in custody of the local department or licensed child placing agency and placed for adoption.
	 Yes   
	 No

	2) The adoptive parents are capable of providing the permanent family relationships needed by the child in all respects except financial.
	 Yes   
	 No

	SUMMARY
 Both criteria above are met. This child may be eligible for state funded special services. The agreement may include special services using state funds. 
    Go to D below for summary of adoption assistance available for this child.
 Both criteria above are not met. This child is not eligible for state funded special services. 
      Go to D below for summary of adoption assistance available for this child.


	D. SUMMARY of adoption assistance available for this child who was screened prior to the final order of adoption. Local department shall negotiate with adoptive parents the specific payments, services, and terms indicated below to be included in the adoption assistance agreement. 
1.   Non-recurring expenses up to $2,000 directly related to the placement and legal adoption of 
       this child. Funded by Federal Title IV-E funds. 
2. Maintenance payment funded by    Federal Title IV-E funds   State funds.
  Basic maintenance payment to help the adoptive parents meet this child’s basic needs (e.g., housing, food, clothing, transportation, and/or personal incidentals). 

  Enhanced maintenance payment to help adoptive parents provide additional supervision/

       support this child requires to ensure child’s safety/well-being, as documented by VEMAT.  
3. Medicaid in relation to adoption assistance agreement (check only one):
  The agreement will include Medicaid for this child because this child is eligible for Title IV-E adoption assistance maintenance payments. 
  The agreement will document that this child is eligible for adoption assistance maintenance payments solely using state funds and this child has a special medical need. The adoptive parents submit Medicaid application to local department as soon as adoption assistance agreement is executed. If this child meets all Medicaid financial eligibility requirements after the final order of adoption, this child continues to be eligible for Medicaid. This child’s income may impact Medicaid eligibility.
  The agreement will not include Medicaid for this child because this child is eligible for adoption assistance maintenance payments solely using state funds and this child does not have a special medical need. This child may be eligible for medical coverage under various Medicaid covered groups or under FAMIS. However, eligibility is not related to adoption assistance. The adoptive parents submit Medicaid application to local department as soon as adoption assistance agreement is executed to determine this child’s eligibility for medical coverage after the final order of adoption.
4.   Special services to help the adoptive parents meet this child’s documented special need(s). Services paid with state funds. For each special service requested by adoptive parents, the local department shall determine whether health insurance and/or any other resources will cover the special service cost and whether the adoptive parents can financially afford the special service.
5.    This child is not eligible for adoption assistance prior to the final order of adoption.
Go to Section IV on page 11 for signatures.


SECTION III:  Screening Child AFTER Final Order of Adoption   (Note: State adoption assistance maintenance payments and special services shall not be available for children adopted through parental placements.)  
A. Does this child have a special need and is this child eligible for state adoption assistance maintenance payments?  
	
	Is Criteria Met?

	1) Child is under 18 years of age.
	 Yes   
	 No

	2) Child is United States citizen or legal resident.
  U.S. citizen or naturalized citizen.

  Legal resident. 
	 Yes   
	 No

	3) Child has a special need. The child meets all four (4) criteria below:

  This child has: 

  Physical, mental, and/or emotional condition; and/or 
  Hereditary tendency, congenital problem (including substance exposure), or birth injury leading to substantial risk of future disability;  AND
  The condition/disability was present at the time of the adoption; AND
  The date this child was first diagnosed with this condition/disability was after the final order of adoption; AND
  The diagnosis was made within twelve (12) months of the date the adoptive parents submitted the application for adoption assistance.
	 Yes   
	 No

	SUMMARY 
  Child meets all 3 criteria above. This child has special needs and is eligible for state adoption assistance maintenance payments. The agreement may include maintenance payments using state funds only. A basic maintenance payment shall be approved unless in writing: adoptive parents decline the payment; or local department and adoptive parents agree through negotiation adoption assistance not needed.

      Go to B to determine if child requires additional supervision/support from adoptive parents.
  Child does not meet all 3 criteria above. This child is not eligible for state adoption assistance. 
      Go to D on page 10 for summary of adoption assistance available for this child.


B. Does this child require additional supervision and support from adoptive parents?
	
	Is Criteria Met?

	1) Child received an enhanced maintenance payment in foster care based on the VEMAT.
	 Yes   
	 No

	2) Foster parents received a special services stipend in foster care that was clearly related to child’s special needs for additional supervision and support. 
	 Yes   
	 No

	3) Child did not receive enhanced maintenance payment or special services stipend in foster care. Local department has sufficient reason to believe child requires additional supervision/support consistent with VEMAT guidance. 
	 Yes   
	 No

	SUMMARY
  One of the three criteria above is met, VEMAT is required.    
          Date VEMAT administered:                Child’s score on VEMAT:      . 

           Maximum amount of enhanced  maintenance available: $        
        Go to C on next page to determine if child is eligible for state special services.
  No criteria above is met, VEMAT is not required and will not be administered. 
      Go to C on next page to determine if child is eligible for state special services.
*Note*- If a VEMAT is administered and enhanced maintenance payment is negotiated and established for the child, state funds are used for the enhanced maintenance payment.


C. Is this child eligible for special services payments?
	
	Is Criteria Met?

	1) Child was in custody of local department or licensed CPA at time of adoption.
	 Yes   
	 No

	2) The adoptive parents are capable of providing the permanent family relationships needed by the child in all respects except financial.
	 Yes   
	 No

	SUMMARY
  Both criteria are met. This child may be eligible for state funded special services. The agreement may include special services using state funds.
      Go to D below for summary of adoption assistance available for this child.
 Both criteria are not met. This child is not eligible for state funded special services.
      Go to D below for summary of adoption assistance available for this child.


	D. SUMMARY of adoption assistance available for this child who was screened after the final order of adoption. Local department shall negotiate with adoptive parents the specific payments, services, and terms indicated below to be included in the adoption assistance agreement.
1. Maintenance payments funded by State funds.
  Basic maintenance payment to help the adoptive parents meet this child’s basic needs (e.g., housing, food, clothing, transportation, and/or personal incidentals). 

  Enhanced maintenance payment to help adoptive parents provide additional supervision and support this child requires to ensure this child’s safety and well-being, as documented by the Virginia Enhanced Maintenance Assessment Tool (VEMAT). 
2.  Special services to help the adoptive parents meet this child’s documented special need(s). Services paid with state funds. For each special service requested by the adoptive parents, the local department shall determine whether health insurance and/or any other resources will cover the special service cost and whether the adoptive parents can financially afford the special service. 

3.  This child is not eligible for adoption assistance after the final order of adoption.

Because the application for adoption assistance was made after the final order of adoption:

1. Non-recurring adoption assistance payments are not available. 
2. Medicaid is not available in relation to the adoption assistance agreement. This child may be eligible for medical coverage under various Medicaid covered groups or under FAMIS. The adoptive parents submit a Medicaid application to the local department as soon as the adoption assistance agreement is executed to determine this child’s eligibility.
Go to Section IV on page 11 for signatures.



SECTION IV:  Signatures
A. Local Department 

By signing Section IV, I/we document that:
· This completed screening tool was given to the Adoptive Parents on      
· Staff of the local department explained, discussed, and responded to all questions the Adoptive Parent(s) asked about this child’s special needs, the decisions made by the local department regarding adoption assistance for this child, and the Adoption Assistance Program.
_______________________________________________________​​​______    _​​​​_________________

   Local Department Service Worker Signature




Date  
B. Adoptive Parents 

By signing Section IV, I/we acknowledge that:
· I/We received a copy of this Virginia Adoption Assistance Screening Tool documenting whether this child has special needs and is eligible for adoption assistance. I/we understand the types of payments and services available for this child. 
· I/We received the Information Sheet on the Virginia Adoption Assistance Program. The program has been explained to my/our satisfaction.

· I/We understand that if this child is eligible for adoption assistance, I/we must submit the Virginia Application for Adoption Assistance to the local department to either request or decline adoption assistance on behalf of this child. I/we received a copy of the application.
· I/We understand that I/we have the right to appeal adoption assistance decisions made by the local department. I/We received written information and understand the appeals process for adoption assistance.
_______________________________________________________​​​______    _​​​​_________________

   Adoptive Mother’s Signature 






Date  

_______________________________________________________​​​______    _​​​​_________________

   Adoptive Father’s Signature






Date 
Local Department Copy / Adoptive Parents Copy
032-04-0091-00-eng (08/13) 
                   Virginia Department of Social Services

1

